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for you that you will never attempt to commit such a crime.*
'Who will venture to be surety for that?'
'Two Englishmen whose good opinion and esteem you
have gained, and who are prepared to swear you are not a
scoundrel. If they appear before I go to dinner, I will set
you at liberty at once.*
I was taken back to the place where I had passed the
night. I wrote to all the householders, who were likely to
help me, explaining why I was obliged to ask their help, and
despatched these letters by my servants. I told them to make
baste; they were to come back before noon. But London is
so big! They did not come back, and the magistrate went
to his dinner. I hoped he would return in the afternoon.
By and by, the head policeman, accompanied by an in-
terpreter, came to tell me he had orders to take me to
Newgate, the prison where the most miserable and abject
criminals are confined. I told him I was waiting for bail,
and that he could take me to Newgate x in the evening if it
did not come; but he turned a deaf ear to my remonstrances.
The interpreter told me in a low voice that this man was
certainly paid by my adversaries to cause me as much
trouble as possible, but that I could easily bribe him.
cHow much must I give him?'
The two men whispered together for a minute, then the
interpreter told me that for ten guineas the other would
allow me to remain where I was.
'Thank you; tell him I am curious to see the inside of
Newgate.'
A coach was fetched, and I was driven off.
On my arrival at this place of desolation, a veritable hell,
worthy of the imagination of Dante, a crowd of poor
wretches, some of whom were to be hanged within a week,
1 Either Casanova was mistaken in the name of the judge who
tried him, or in that of the prison where he was tried. Sir John
Fielding was assistant magistrate to his brother Henry, who sat
for Westminster and Middlesex till 1754, when Henry Fielding
fSed and his office devolved on his brother. The Middlesex Sessions
ki bis day were held at Clerkenwell.